
U.S. State Facts

States of the Union

There are fifty (50) states and Washington D.C. 

The last two states to join the Union were Alaska (49th) and Hawaii (50th). Both joined in 1959. 

Washington D.C. is a federal district under the authority of Congress. Local government is run by 
a mayor and 13 member city council. Washington DC is represented in Congress by an elected, 
nonvoting Delegate to the House of Representatives and residents have been able to vote in 
Presidential elections since 1961. 

Puerto Rico is a commonwealth associated with the U.S. Its indigenous inhabitants are U.S. 
citizens. Puerto Ricans are unable to vote in U.S. Presidential elections but they do elect a 
nonvoting resident commissioner to the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Dependent areas: American Samoa, Baker Island, Guam, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, 
Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Islands, Navassa Island, Northern Mariana Islands, Palmyra 
Atoll, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Wake Island  
note: from 18 July 1947 until 1 October 1994, the US administered the Trust Territory of the 
Pacific Islands, but recently entered into a new political relationship with all four political units: the 
Northern Mariana Islands is a commonwealth in political union with the US (effective 3 November 
1986); Palau concluded a Compact of Free Association with the US (effective 1 October 1994); the 
Federated States of Micronesia signed a Compact of Free Association with the US (effective 3 
November 1986); the Republic of the Marshall Islands signed a Compact of Free Association with 
the US (effective 21 October 1986)  
 
Source: The CIA Factbook  
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/us.html 
Detailed information about each of the territories can also be found in this CIA publication.

 
 

� More �

Quick reference assistance available 
from the Information Resource 
Center between 10.00 a.m. and 12 
noon, Monday to Friday, on 020-
7894-0925.  
 
Further research services are 
provided to U.K. media, government 
departments and academics. 

 

http://www.state.gov/
file:///Z:/website/index.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
file:///Z:/website/ukpa_irc.html
file:///Z:/website/ukpa_irc.html


Links to State Governments

State & 
Abbreviation

URL
State & 

Abbreviation
URL

Alabama (AL) 
Alaska (AK) 
Arizona (AZ) 
Arkansas (AR) 
California (CA) 
Colorado (CO) 
Connecticut (CT) 
Delaware (DE) 
Florida (FL) 
Georgia (GA) 
Hawaii (HI) 
Idaho (ID) 
Illinois (IL) 
Indiana (IN) 
Iowa (IA) 
Kansas (KS) 
Kentucky (KY) 
Louisiana (LA) 
Maine (ME) 
Maryland (MD) 
Massachusetts (MA) 
Michigan (MI) 
Minnesota (MN) 
Mississippi (MS) 
Missouri (MO) 

www.state.al.us 
www.state.ak.us 
www.az.gov/webapp/
portal 
www.state.ar.us 
www.state.ca.us/
state/portal 
www.state.co.us 
www.state.ct.us 
www.delaware.gov 
www.myflorida.com 
www.georgia.gov 
www.hawaii.gov 
www.state.id.us 
www.illinois.gov 
www.state.in.us 
www.state.ia.us 
www.accesskansas.
org 
www.kydirect.net 
www.state.la.us 
www.state.me.us 
www.state.md.us 
www.state.ma.us 
www.michigan.gov 
www.state.mn.us 
www.state.ms.us 
www.mo.gov 
 

Montana (MT) 
Nebraska (NE) 
Nevada (NV) 
New Hampshire (NH) 
New Jersey (NJ) 
New Mexico (NM) 
New York (NY) 
North Carolina (NC) 
North Dakota (ND) 
Ohio (OH) 
Oklahoma (OK) 
Oregon (OR) 
Pennsylvania (PA) 
Rhode Island (RI) 
South Carolina (SC) 
South Dakota (SD) 
Tennessee (TN) 
Texas (TX) 
Utah (UT) 
Vermont (VT) 
Virginia (VA) 
Washington (WA) 
West Virginia (WV) 
Wisconsin (WI) 
Wyoming (WY) 

www.discoveringmontana.com/
css/default.asp 
www.state.ne.us 
nv.gov 
www.state.nh.us 
www.state.nj.us 
www.state.nm.us 
www.state.ny.us 
www.ncgov.com 
discovernd.com 
ohio.gov 
www.state.ok.us 
www.state.or.us 
www.state.pa.us 
www.ri.gov 
sc.gov 
www.state.sd.us 
www.state.tn.us 
www.state.tx.us 
www.utah.gov 
www.state.vt.us 
www.state.va.us 
access.wa.gov 
www.state.wv.us 
www.wisconsin.gov/state/home 
www.state.wy.us 

State Governors

The National Governors' Association (http://www.nga.org/governors/) provides a list of names 
and contact details for the governors of the states and territories. There are also links to brief 
biographies of each of the officials. 

Other Sources of State Information

The 50 States of the United States: Capital Cities and Information Links  

http://www.state.al.us/
http://www.state.ak.us/
http://www.az.gov/webapp/portal/
http://www.state.ar.us/
http://www.state.ca.us/state/portal/myca_homepage.jsp
http://www.state.co.us/
http://www.state.ct.us/
http://www.delaware.gov/
http://www.myflorida.com/
http://www.georgia.gov/
http://www.hawaii.gov/
http://www.state.id.us/
http://www.illinois.gov/
http://www.state.in.us/
http://www.state.ia.us/
http://www.accesskansas.org/
http://www.kentucky.gov/
http://www.state.la.us/
http://www.state.me.us/
http://www.state.md.us/
http://www.state.ma.us/
http://www.michigan.gov/
http://www.state.mn.us/
http://www.state.ms.us/
http://www.mo.gov/
http://www.discoveringmontana.com/css/default.asp
http://www.state.ne.us/
http://nv.gov/
http://www.state.nh.us/
http://www.state.nj.us/
http://www.state.nm.us/
http://www.state.ny.us/
http://www.ncgov.com/
http://discovernd.com/
http://ohio.gov/
http://www.state.ok.us/
http://www.oregon.gov/
http://www.state.pa.us/
http://www.ri.gov/
http://sc.gov/
http://www.state.sd.us/
http://www.state.tn.us/
http://www.state.tx.us/
http://www.utah.gov/
http://www.state.vt.us/
http://www.state.va.us/
http://access.wa.gov/
http://www.state.wv.us/
http://www.wisconsin.gov/state/home
http://www.state.wy.us/
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.fb00a2736fa3d0491ccff540d11010a0/?linkId=govOfficeDetails
http://www.50states.com/


http://www.50states.com  
 
State and Local Government on the Net 
http://www.statelocalgov.net 
 
 
Council of State Governments 
http://www.statesnews.org 
 
State and County Quick Facts - U.S. Census Bureau 
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/ 
 
State Fact Sheets Department of Agriculture 
http://www.ers.usda.gov/epubs/other/usfact 
 
State Export to Countries and Regions - Department of Commerce 
http://www.ita.doc.gov/td/industry/otea/state/

back to top ^

http://www.statelocalgov.net/index.cfm
http://www.csg.org/
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/
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